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ST ALBAN'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

DIOCESE OF EAST ANGLIA

Christ Be Our Light
Curriculum Overview 2023-2024
Subject: Performing Arts
  


   
	Year group
	Autumn A
	Autumn B
	Spring A
	Spring B
	Summer A
	Summer B

	Year 1
	Sounds around us,
Familiarization with classroom instruments, singing
	KS1 Christmas performance

Composition, fireworks
	Developing understanding of timbre, unpitched instruments
	Introduction to pitch, chime bars
	Songs and accompaniments for performance to parents
	Performance to parents

	Year 2
	Songs and accompaniments linked to the Caribbean, long and short sounds
	KS 1 production

Rhythm and beat
	Dance music linked to 10 pieces – John Adams Short Ride in a Fast machine

Pitched work, fossils
	Punchinello, compositions, making up accompaniments

Musiclab - kandinsky
	working out melodies, reading stave notation, response to music, texture and timbre 
	Aboriginal music, working out melodies, graphic scores, rippling rhythms

	Year 3
	Recorder playing

rhythm games

Saint-Saens Carnival of the Animals
	Recorder playing

 Class orchestra unit

Christmas music
Rhythm notation
	Pentatonic scales, recorders
Music lab Kandinsky and wheel
	Descriptive sounds – composition
Recorder playing

(introduce performance)
	Production – performance to parents

	Exploring sound colours – composition



	Year 4
	Specialist teaching programme – violin, taught to all in groups of 10, half an hour. Termly performances – to peers, other year groups and parents
Guitar groups throughout the year

	Year 5
	African music – drumming patterns and musical structure

Keyboard groups
	Rounds in different styles using pitched and unpitched accompaniments 
Following graphic scores
Keyboard groups
	Year 5 production – Pandora’s Box
Project with Perse School and March concert
Keyboard groups
	Research into famous composers – listening to their music and preparing a presentation
Music technology – intro to chrome music lab
Keyboard groups
	Project with Armonico and Albert Hall concert

(Prepare for Shakespeare – introduce play)
Keyboard groups

	Year 6
	Shakespeare preparation, performance and evaluation
	West Side Story Mambo 

Letter name compositions

Beethoven 5 compositions relating to melodic and rhythmic motifs
	12-bar blues – garage band / ableton software and chrome music lab composition
	Gamelan music
Music technology – ableton and chrome projects
	Transition to Year 7 – 10 pieces to play, ensembles
Music technology – chrome music lab and ableton projects


