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Minutes from the PFA Zoom meeting, St Alban’s Catholic Primary School  

22nd September 2020. 

 

In attendance: Jane Burke (Chair), Irenka Lennon (Secretary), Carolina Stannard (Treasurer), Susan 

Melican, Sacha Watson, Eleanor Fung, Maria Goodall.  

 

Apologies: Anja Irwin. 

 

Jane’s meeting with Mr McCrossan 

• Mr McCrossan confirmed last week that we will not be able to run our usual cake sales and 

advent fair this  year. 

• He is happy for us to run Bags2School. Teeba has arranged this for 20th October. 

• He is happy for the PFA to provide crackers and tablecloths for the Christmas dinner, 

although we will not be able to go into school to set them out on the day. 

• He is happy for us to arrange charity Christmas cards, which the children design in school 

and parents can buy via a website. 

• He is happy for us to run virtual pub quizzes and would be willing to be the compere. 

• He is happy for us to make use of Amazon Smile. There are two ways of doing this. Firstly we 

can list St Alban’s as a charity there, so that the school receives a small percentage of 

anything spent by parents though the website on their private purchases. Secondly we can 

make a wish list of classroom equipment, which parents can buy via the website. 

Outdoor classrooms 

• Additionally, Mr McCrossan is keen for the PFA to raise funds to create two outdoor 

classrooms in the KS1 playground. Work on the first of these has already begun: the old 

pond has been filled in and covered with decking, with a fence around it, and upturned 

flowerpots are being used as chairs.   

• Steve has been asked to cost up the materials needed. We anticipate the cost will be more 

than the PFA has. 

• We discussed the idea of a ‘wedding list’ approach to fundraising. We’d create and 

communicate a list of items needed and ask parents to donate the funds to buy them. There 

was broad support for this approach. 

• A related idea of having an auction was also discussed. This would have to be held on-line. 

• A plaque of donors was suggested as a way of motivating parents to donate, but there was 

some discomfort around the idea and Mr McCrossan has not been keen on plaques in the 

past. 

Direct fundraising drive 

• At various points in the meeting we discussed the idea of a major fundraising drive. The idea 

would be to clarify how short of funds the school is, explain this to parents, and ask them to 

donate a suggested amount (e.g. £40) if they possibly can.  

• Mixed views were expressed. However, most felt it to be necessary and indicated that they 

would personally appreciate and not be offended by a direct approach of this kind. 
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Planning for 2020/2021 

• Differing views were expressed on planning activities and fundraising targets for this year. 

Some felt we should plan PFA activities only until the end of 2020, in the hope that the next 

committee will be able to run a more normal schedule of events in 2021, perhaps after 

Easter. Others felt that we should work on the assumption that no face-to-face fundraisers 

will be feasible in this academic year, and we should instead focus our efforts solely on 

getting on-line activities up and running asap.  

Ideas for fundraising activities  

• The following ideas for fundraising ideas were put forward: 

o On-line karaoke  

o On-line bingo 

o An online version of the Christmas raffle, with prizes purchased online and delivered 

e.g. via Tesco/Amazon delivery services. 

• These ideas are in addition to the idea of an All Saints Day fundraiser (suggested previously). 

The children would dress up as saints, enter class competitions for the best outfit, and 

celebrate within their class with some edible treats.  

Communications to parents 

• We discussed whether it would be better to update parents on PFA activities in stages 

beginning asap, or to delay for a week in order to finalise our thoughts. Most of us felt the 

latter would be best. 


