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My second year as Chair has, again, been busy and enjoyable.  One of the trickiest things our PFA is 

expected to deliver is school community-building events.  No amount of money, pleading or fairy lights 

can guarantee an enjoyable event.  This year though, the school parents have achieved a brilliant 

Advent Fair, Ceilidh and Summer Fair, not to mention cake and ice cream sales.  They did this by 

volunteering in spades, by coming along with their children plus friends and family, by getting stuck in 

and by having fun, despite perhaps having reservations.  Without the parents these events would 

have been utter failures, so a HUGE thank you to everyone who contributed, on every level, to 

making these events a success.  Our Year Reps are a critical cog in this regard and have been 

fantastic in providing a ‘face to face’ PFA relationship and communication channel with the parents. 

Over the year we held: 3 second hand uniform sales, 7 cake sales, 2 Bags2School collections, an 

Advent Fair, 3 ice cream sales, a Curry and Ceilidh night, and a Summer Fair.  Every one of these 

was successful and well attended. 

We contributed crackers for the school Christmas Lunch and eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt.  Funds 

raised have been spent on school books, the school ice skating outing, contributions towards each 

class school trip and classroom activities, the Year 6 coach to Hilltop, Science Week, and a live 

performance for the school. 

None of the above would have happened without a strong PFA team working behind the scenes and 

bringing their talents to bear.  Initially we enjoyed the super Treasurer team of Darshini Waibel and Liz 

Callery taking care of the finances, Darshini was the Treasurer for 6 months and was succeeded by  

Liz who tentatively took up the reins but then launched herself, full throttle, at the role, keeping our 

finances steadfastly on track for every event.  Tess McLeish, once again, has stretched our comfort 

zone to embrace more innovative ideas at all our events, notably the Summer Fair crockery smash 

and woodland water fight, both of which went down a storm.  Maria Silva-Gracia has patiently helped 

as Secretary, chopping and stapling endless raffle tickets.  Marcus Koehler has brought support, 

energy and good sense to our discussions.  Anya Brown (who vowed to leave the Committee a year 

ago) has provided indispensable support to Liz, with her solid financial knowledge and book-keeping 

skills.  A huge thank you to them all. 

We furthermore achieved a few notable changes for the PFA over the last year which I had tentatively 

hoped, a year ago, to be able to implement, as ways of increasing our income. 

To help boost our fundraising, we have, this year, registered with HMRC as a charity and are now in a 

position to claim Gift Aid.  We will be making an effort to send Gift Aid forms to all parents to maximise 

this opportunity; this process is already underway. 

Also this year we have worked to clarify our role and that of the St Alban’s Foundation.  In brief, as 

part of this process, it was decided that the Foundation (formed to assist with shortfalls in the school 

budget) should become dormant until such time as it is required and that the PFA will now be able to 

accept electronic contributions as part of its’ fundraising, also taking on any voluntarily transferred 

contributions from the Foundation.  With the PFA’s more direct contact with school parents, it is hoped 

that this arrangement will enhance the school fundraising significantly. 

I have really enjoyed being Chairperson this year and I thank the PFA Committee, Team, Year Reps, 

volunteers and parents for making this year so enjoyable and productive.  Over the coming year I 

hope to further strengthen the relationship between the PFA, parents and the school community.  I 

also hope to create an arm of our PFA which provides more of an informal (non-fundraising) parent 

service, initially through talks about children’s online safety. 


