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Wednesday Word - GREATNESS 

New reception intake 
Thanks to all those parents who came along and to the Y6 children who helped showing the new parents 
around the school. We had a large interest in the school which is always very encouraging. 

Writers of the Month 
Reception Class-Isla, Year1-Rosa, Year2-Francesco (Golden Writer Winner), Year3-Oliver, Year4-Cleona, Year5-
Faustas, Year6-Ora 

School Chaplains 
White - Alannah, ZuzannaW, Veronica and Henry 
Blue - Ora, Nadine, Alex, Freddie, Aoibhin, Eloise, Thomas, Alwin 

House Captains 
Corinthians-Sorcha & Louie, Ephesians-Kaius & Sophie, Galatians-Zuzanna G & Jonjo, Thessalonians-Nicola & 
Joao 

Parent Consultation 
Please sign up to book a time with class teachers for Parent Consultation on the 30th October. 
https://stalbans.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 

Oscar Romero 
This week the children learned all about Saint Oscar Romero. The children have been challenged to make their 
own cross and bring it in to be displayed after half term.  Please follow the link for two presentations which 
were shared with the children this week. 

Attendance 
As we come towards the end of the first half term it is important to draw your attention to your 
child's attendance.  As an advanced warning, and in preparation for the next visit from the Educational Welfare 
Officer (EWO), we will be sending letters to all the families whose children are below 95% attendance.  (We 
recognise that in 7 weeks a couple of days could equate to a high percentage.)  Therefore, all children below 
95% will receive a letter highlighting the attendance figures and a table to show when your child was absent.  If 
your child is below 90% attendance this is categorised as Persistent Absenteeism and will potentially involve a 
visit from the EWO, and there are a number of children who are significantly below this figure, which is caus-
ing concern.  However, where we are satisfied with the reasons for the absence, the EWO will be instructed not 
to make contact with the families. Low attendance has significant consequences for the school, and so it is very 
important that we monitor it regularly. If you receive a letter please be aware of the potential implications of 
further absences. 
The good news is that, from the recent census, the school's attendance figure was 96.6% which is above the 
school's target of 96.1%.  This is excellent news!  Attendance this week stands at 96.2%.  
 
PFA 
The PFA does a fantastic job supporting the school throughout the year. This year, after a couple of years as the 
chair, Sacha, has stepped down from the role but has agreed to be the secretary. Unfortunately, at the recent 
AGM nobody came forward to become the new chair. It is vital we have someone to coordinate this and liaise 
with Mr McCrossan. We are therefore looking for someone who is prepared to take on this role with the 
knowledge that there is plenty of help around. This is a very rewarding position and it is not as intimidating as it 
may sound. There is a healthy number of volunteers in the PFA who run many events and there is a wealth of 
experience to help coordinate events. The role of chair is to coordinate the sub groups and events and be the 
key person to communicate with the school community.  If you are interested please contact Mr McCrossan as 
soon as possible as we need to have this role filled. If you are new to the school please consider this too as the 
role can be shaped to meet your other commitments. 

 
 

Diary 

 

29/10 Pumpkin Party 
R&KS1 1-3PM 

KS2 6-8PM 

30/10 Parent Consulta-

tion 

14/11 pm Y6 out Shake-

speare perfor-

mance 

07/12 Advent Fair 

11/12 pm Y2 Nativity  

13/12 pm Y2 Nativity  

14/12 Autumn Report 

out 
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PFA Announcement 
Pumpkin Party – Monday 29 October (FIRST DAY BACK!) - Reception and KS1 at 1-3pm (free) and KS2 6-8pm (children £2.50 adults free, siblings are 
welcome!).  Please bring pumpkin creations (marked with name and year) to drop off at 8.55am for design competition (entry £1). KS2 families, please 
support your PFA and school and come along!  Licensed bar, face painting, hair braiding and lots more! 

Year 5 cake sale – Friday 2 November. 

Advent Fair – We hope this event can take place on 7 December – we urgently need people to help with event preparations to make it happen, please 
let us know if you can help in any way at stalbanspfa@gmail.com. 

PFA Chair - We have yet to appoint a Chair to the PFA.  If you are able to fill this position (Co-Chairs also welcome), please let us know at stal-
banspfa@gmail.com.  

ChYpPS Autumn half term programme 
Fun activities all around Cambridge.  Click links for more information.  22, 23 October   24, 25, 26 October 

Cambridge United Under 15 VS Manchester United Under 15 
Wednesday 24th October at 6pm at Abbey Stadium, Price Adult £5/Children £1  Click here for buying tickets. 

Film Festival 
Half term fun at the Cambridge Family Film Festival at the Picturehouse Cinema in town.   
Visit   https://www.cambridgefilmfestival.org.uk/ 

Farmland Museum 
Fun activities this half term holiday at Denny Abbey Ely Road, Waterbeach.  Family Activities / Halloween at Denny 

Homework 

Y3 No homework 

Y4 No homework 

Y5 No homework 

Y6 Learn lines and acting for Shakespeare performance 

Quiz 

The children have learned all about Saint Oscar Romero this week. 

1. Where was he born? 

2. What was he doing when he was killed? 

3. Why did Oscar Romero become a saint? 

4. What is special about his cross? 

Car Park 
There have been a few disturbing incidents regarding parking in the car park recently. If a member of the public is being inconsiderate when you are 
using the carpark please report them to the office immediately. 

School dinners  
Thank you to all those who are pre ordering. It is making a big difference when serving. We are also seeing an increase in the number of orders which is 
excellent . Mr McCrossan has seen two other schools who have moved across to new catering companies and he is pleased with the choice the gover-
nors have made for our school. 

Achievement letter 
The next issue will come out in the next newsletter. If your child has something to celebrate please let the office know and we will acknowledge 
their achievement in the next newsletter. 

Goodbye to the American trainees 
We would like to say a big thank you to the students who have come from George Mason University. They have spent time in a number of different 
classes and we wish them well as they return to their studies in America. 

Half term 
Unbelievably we have come to the end of the first half term. We hope that everyone has enjoyed themselves, especially the new children and parents. 
We hope you have a safe and happy holiday. 
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